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Barden Park Historic District Study

Summary of the Planning Process
In 1998, the St. Cloud Heritage Preservation Commission began work on St. Cloud’s first
local historic district nomination. The Southside Neighborhood Historic District was
created in the fall of 1999. At this same time, the St. Cloud Historical and Neighborhood
Preservation Association (SCH & NPA) began work on Phase II of the Southside
Historic District and the Barden Park Historic District.
Background - Grassroots Preservation in the Barden Park Neighborhood
The people of St. Cloud’s South Side neighborhood have a history of activism on behalf
of their neighborhood and their city.
The majority of people who built the St. Cloud business, political and social communities
built their homes on St. Cloud’s South Side. An early example of volunteer commitment
was the February 12, 1880 organization of the St. Cloud Reading Room Society. This
group of woman from the South Side was determined to bring a free reading room, or
library, to the residents of St. Cloud. Their membership roster was a “Who’s Who” of
St. Cloud’s early families. The names Tileston, Waite, Foley, Mitchell, Eastman, and
Molitor represent only a few of the South Side families who established the reading room
as well as the city of St. Cloud its self. A granite plaque, with the group’s name, can still
be seen marking the location of a flowerbed they planted in Barden (Central) Park.
Barden Park was originally named Central Park. The park’s name was changed in 1938
to honor Charles Barden. Barden was an early city park director and benefactor to
Central Park. He is credited with saying, “Beautify your city as you would your home.”
Decades passed as the neighborhood witnessed the growth of St. Cloud and the St. Cloud
Teachers College, now St. Cloud State University. The 1960’s and 1970’s were a time of
social activism in America. At a local level, that spirit was alive on the South Side.
Immanent domain and the destruction of beautiful historic homes directly east of Barden
Park, which enabled growth of the State College, could not be avoided. But, when a
four-lane freeway was to be directed through the neighborhood, residents got together in
opposition. A 1979 account of this effort says, “A few housewives who would have been
content to tend their gardens and bleach their sheets, ever so fearfully and haltingly at
first...came to know the whole alphabet soup of the decision making process in
government...Eventually forming N.I.C.E. (for Neighborhoods Interested in our City’s
Environment).” In 1977 this group became the South/Southeast Neighborhoods
Association. Some years later, the Southside task force was established to deal with the
rapid, and negative forces that were tearing apart the fabric of the neighborhood.
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In the mid 1980’s more historic homes and structures were destroyed on the South Side.
Homesteaders were fleeing, and the stability for the entire neighborhood was in jeopardy.
The South Side task force was a good place for residents to air grievances and also unite
the neighborhood. As with N.I.C.E., a new generation of residents had to teach
themselves how the city decision-making process worked to realize positive change in
their neighborhood. This desire to guide positive changes on the South Side was the
impetus for forming the St. Cloud Historical & Neighborhood Preservation Association.
The Association’s first annual meeting was held at the St. Cloud Civic Center on April
22, 1989. Annual meetings have since been held at member’s homes. The issues on that
meeting’s agenda were: City wide clean-up, the Heritage Preservation Ordinance,
Community Education (on preservation issues), Operation rebuild-following the 1988
Homecoming ‘riots’, and the establishment of the Neighborhood-University-Community
Council which is active to this day.
The most important, and challenging goal was the passage of the Heritage Preservation
Ordinance. Passage of an ordinance was attempted in the 1970’s, but the attempt was not
successful. In October 1989 Juliana Elchert brought to the planning commission a draft
for a Heritage Preservation Ordinance that she had drafted with assistance from Kay
Larson and similar ordinances from other cities. This draft was not adopted, but was
compelling enough to get city staff and elected officials to redraft a passable ordinance.
As in the earlier attempt, the city council of the mid-1980’s was not inclined to pass a
Preservation Ordinance. The S.C.H.&N.P.A. had to show the city, and themselves, that
S.C.H.&N.P.A. could work effectively for positive change in their neighborhood.
Endorsing candidates who supported the Heritage Preservation Ordinance, and providing
strong support for these candidacies was accomplished through: candidate
questionnaires, candidate interviews, mass dissemination of support flyers, letters to the
editor, and word of mouth support. This effort was an example of effective grass roots
organization. All four city council candidates supported in 1989 were elected, and the
ordinance was passed in 1990, starting a new era for historic preservation in St. Cloud.
The past thirteen years have been a time for proactive historic preservation measures for
the South Side and Barden Park. Money for park restoration and historic district
designation for the park has been raised by SCH&NPA through annual Historic home
tours each 2nd Saturday in June since 1999.
The Planning Process
The 1999 creation of the Southside Neighborhood Historic District was a proud moment
for the SCH & NPA, however; only a fraction of the Southside neighborhood was
included within the boundaries. In order to create a larger district that more closely
reflects the original Southside residential area, SCH & NPA raised the money needed to
hire a consultant to create the Southside Neighborhood Historic District, Phase II.
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Emily Schill, an independent contract historian, undertook the Phase II study. This
Barden Park Historic District Study was undertaken when the State Historic Preservation
Office suggested that this Barden Park Local Historic District designation be separated
from the South Side Neighborhood Historic District, Phase II. Emily Schill, the Stearns
History Museum staff, St. Cloud Planning office staff, and SCH&NPA Board Member
Deb Middlestead provided support and assistance during the research process.
The SCH & NPA Board of Directors selected the Barden Park Local Historic District
boundaries as a way to maintain the historic context of the park as part of a nineteenth
and early twentieth century residential neighborhood. The homes on the south and west
boundaries of the Barden Park Local Historic District, with one non-contributing
exception, reflect the historic character of the neighborhood and demonstrate the historic
context of the park. The pressures of a growing university have removed all but one
historic home from the north and east boundary of the park. If the homes on the south
and east boundary are not preserved Barden Park will lose its identity. Such is the case
with Murphy's Square, Minneapolis' first city park. Murphy's Square is now bordered by
freeway on one side and a college on the other three sides. It is no longer part of a
neighborhood and has lost its historic context, historic views of how it fit into its
neighborhood, and its accessibility to members of the community at large. SCH&NPA
wants to maintain the historical integrity of the park as well as the historic use of the park
as an asset to the neighborhood and entire city.
Following a review of St. Cloud’s Historic Contexts (1992), Southside Neighborhood
Historic District (1999), The South Side Historic District Phase II Study, and historic
sites survey files, research was conducted in a variety of archival sources. Local
histories, historic maps, photographs, and other archival materials from local collections
were reviewed.
The Historic District Preservation Plan
Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan
The creation of historic districts is in keeping with the St. Cloud Heritage Preservation
Plan, adopted in 1998. A primary goal of this plan is the identification and protection of
buildings, sites, districts, and structures that have historical, architectural, or cultural
significance. The nomination of the Barden Park Historic District as an additional St.
Cloud local heritage preservation district, is the fulfillment of the goals and objectives
outlined in the adopted Heritage Preservation Plan.
The creation of historic districts also implements the goals of the City of St. Cloud
Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 1993. The land use goal recognizing St. Cloud’s
history, character and uniqueness, as well as the urban design goal of identifying and
protecting historic community resources, is met through the support of the Barden Park
historic district.
Land Use Plan Considerations
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The land use element of the Comprehensive Plan identified important considerations that
coincide with the Barden Park Historic District. Specifically, the plan urged “careful
preservation and rehabilitation of historic qualities and features” (page 132).
One of the primary impacts on the proposed Barden Park Historic District is the
encroachment of the St. Cloud State University campus, which is located directly east of
the district. The Comprehensive Plan notes, “any further geographical expansion of the
University west of 5th Ave. or north of 4th St. S. is not in the interest of the city of St.
Cloud and should be opposed” (page 144).
Also a significant concern is the conversion of single-family homes to rental units and
rooming houses. The Comprehensive Plan notes that these homes were never intended
for rental purposes and oftentimes shows signs of poor maintenance. The plan goes on to
suggest protection and preservation, as well as encouraging owner occupancy. While
historic district status tends to support improved maintenance and owner occupancy,
these issues will continue to be a concern throughout the proposed expansion. Although
student rental housing can be well maintained, it can also lead to unsympathetic
renovations and expansions, as well as severe overcrowding of dwellings not intended for
such heavy usage. St. Cloud State University has experienced rapid expansion over the
past several decades, yet they have not built additional student housing units. This has
created a pressure for off-campus student housing in the immediate area. This pressure
has led to the creation of “slip-in” apartment buildings, in which a single-family dwelling
is demolished and replaced with a higher-density apartment building. These modern
replacements have different design, massing, and setbacks than surrounding properties,
interrupting neighborhood streetscapes.
Another significant issue is parking. The large numbers of occupants per dwelling and
the over-flow of University parking have had negative effects on the proposed district.
Many back yards and side yards have been paved to accommodate the demand for
student parking. These changes detract from the character of a historic district. The
streets and avenues surrounding the University are crowded with student traffic and
vehicles, creating a hazardous atmosphere for children and pedestrians. These crowded
streets also detract from the historic character of the neighborhood. While student
housing is likely to continue in this area, it is important to arrest the conversion of
residences into student rentals and rooming houses, not only for the above mentioned
reasons, but for the parking requirements.
Care and consideration should also be taken in the replacement of garages. Although not
all garages in the district are contributing, new garage construction should match the
scale, materials, massing, and setbacks of existing garages. This practice will help to
create more uniform streetscapes.
Nonconforming uses are also a consideration. In the event that a nonconforming building
or use is damaged, every effort should be made to preserve the building with
rehabilitation that reflects the original character of the district. If a building must be
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demolished, any new construction should complement the character of the district in
terms of massing, architectural features, height, and setbacks.
St. Cloud Historic Design Review Guidelines
The St. Cloud Heritage Preservation Plan adopted review guidelines that serve as the
basis for the Heritage Preservation Commission’s building permit review for properties
that have been individually nominated or are located within historic districts. These
guidelines are based in the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.
Three major principles are:
•

If possible, damaged buildings elements should be repaired rather than
replaced.

•

The reversibility of any changes as well as the visibility of alterations from the
street should be considered.

•

If replacement is necessary, new elements should match the originals as
closely as possible.

The design review guidelines address restoration and rehabilitation of buildings with
specific guidelines in seven categories: masonry walls and foundations; wood-sided
walls; roofs and chimneys; windows; entries; porches and steps; exterior trim and
architectural features. Additional guideline sections deal with religious and commercial
building rehabilitation, and new construction additions. The Heritage Preservation
Commission design review committee will rely on these guidelines while responding to
permit requests regarding individually nominated, or historic district properties. The
design review committee may meet with property owners to determine acceptable
alterations before permits are requested. These guidelines should be available for
property owners planning any rehabilitation work.
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CITY OF ST. CLOUD HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
DESIGNATION FORM
1.

NAME OF PROPERTY
Historic Name: Barden Park Historic District
Other Name/Site Number

2.

LOCATION OF PROPERTY
Street and Number: Please see Boundary Map, page 10
__X_located on original site
____moved/date:____

3.

OWNERSHIP
(Multiple)
Owner’s Name:
Street and Number:
City:

4:

____not for publication

State:

Zip:

CLASSIFICATION
Ownership of property:

____private
____public
__X_both

Category of property:

____building
__X_site
_X_ district
____structure
____object

Number of resources within property:
Contributing
_ 7_
___1_
___1_
_____
___9 _

Non-contributing
__2_ buildings
_____sites
_____structures
_____objects
__ 2 _total

0__Listed on National Register of Historic Places

Date(s): _____

8

5.

FUNCTION OR USE
Historic: Domestic/ Single-Family Dwellings,
Neighborhood City Park

Current: Same
6.

DESCRIPTION
(See Continuation Sheets)
Architectural classification (style)
__Late Victorian____________________________________________________
__Late 19th and 20th Century
Revivals___________________________________
__Late 19th and Early 20th Century American
Movements___________________
Materials:
foundation: granite, concrete____
roof: asphalt_________________
walls: St. Cloud cream brick, granite,
stucco, wood, poured concrete, brick, stone, clapboard, composite replacement
siding__
other:_____________
______________________________________________________

7.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
(See Continuation Sheets)
Applicable local designation criteria:
Related local context (s):
Areas of significance:________________________
________________________
________________________
Period (s) of significance: __________to_________
Significant Dates:_________ _________ _________
Significant person (s) _______________________
_______________________
_______________________
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Cultural affiliation: _________________________
Architect/Builder: ___________________________
Designation Form: Page 3
8.

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
(See Continuation Sheets)

9.

GEOGRAPHIC DATE
Acreage of Property:
Legal Description: (see city map) of the Curtis Survey.

10.

FORM PREPARED BY
Name/Title: Richard E. Kelly
Organization: St. Cloud Historical & Neighborhood Preservation Association
Street and Number: 524 7th Ave. S.
City: St. Cloud
State: MN
Zip: 56301
Date: April 2002

11.

APPROVAL DATES
City Council – July 28, 2003
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City of St. Cloud
Heritage Preservation Commission
Local Historic District Nomination Continuation Sheet
6. Description
District Name: Barden Park Historic District
Location:
The district is bound by Seventh Street South on the north between Fourth and Fifth
Avenues. Fourth Avenue forms the eastern boundary, the southern property line of the
houses adjacent to Eighth Street South form the southern boundary. The alley separating
Fifth and Sixth Avenues South between Seventh and Eighth Streets South forms the
western boundary. Also included is the property at the south west corner of the
intersections of Fifth Avenue South and Eight Street South.
Total Number of Properties Within District: 8
Non-contributing Properties: 1
Number of Contributing Properties Previously Listed on the National Register of
Historic Places: 0
The Barden Park Historic District is a residential area consisting of seven buildings
located south of St. Cloud’s Commercial Historic District (NRHP, 1998), and south-west
of the Southside Neighborhood Historic District (local nomination, 1999). The district
contains approximately two city blocks, as shown on the attached Barden Park Historic
District map (see page --). The district is bound by Seventh Street South on the north
between Fourth and Fifth Avenues. Fourth Avenue forms the eastern boundary, the
southern property line of the houses adjacent to Eighth Street South form the southern
boundary. The alley seperating Fifth and Sixth Avenues South between Seventh and
Eighth Streets South forms the western boundary. Also incuded is the property at the
south west corner of the intersections of Fifth Avenue South and Eight Street South. All
blocks were platted as part of the Curtis Survey, with twelve lots per block and a central
north-south alley. One garage is classified as non-contributing because of recent
construction date.
Built between 1882 and the 1950s, the contributing properties in the district represent
nearly a century of architectural styles. These include the early Gothic Revival,
American Four Square, Neo Classic, Folk Victorian, and Queen Anne. The district
contains several of St. Cloud’s older surviving residences. These include the 1882
Gothic Revival Raymond House at 801 Fourth Avenue South and the 1884 Hyde House
(also known as the Eastman House) at 711 5th Avenue South. The district also contains
one yellow brick dwelling, a brick type unique to the St. Cloud area. This district is the
eastern portion of a much larger residential area that once extended from present-day
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downtown to Lake George and Tenth Street South. The neighborhood's northern portion
was removed to make way for the De Soto Bridge approach and an expanding downtown.
The eastern portion was razed to make way for University expansion. The remaining
northeastern portion has been locally designated as the Southside Neighborhood Historic
District. The southeast portion of this original area is included in Phase II of the
Southside Neighborhood Historic District.
Streetscape Characteristics
Fifth Avenue South
Fifth Avenue South defines the center of the district from Seventh Street South to Eighth
Street South. Both the east and west sides of the street are included in the district. The
east side of Fifth Avenue is dominated by Barden Park. The street carries a large amount
of traffic, providing access to the University from Highway 23 (Division Street) and
Tenth Street South. This street contains a number of architectural styles, ranging in
construction dates from 1884 to 1908.
Seventh Street South
Seventh Street South is the northern boundary of the district, but it contains no properties.
It is heavily used by University students and is congested with parking.
Eighth Street South
Eighth Street South is the southern most street of the district and contains two properties.
It is heavily used by University students and is congested with parking.
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Representative View

Barden Park Bandstand
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Descriptions
A description of properties in the historic district follows. Corresponding inventory
forms for selected properties are on file in the Planning Office at St. Cloud City Hall and
in the Sate Historic Preservation Office. All information found on the properties and
residents was gathered from survey forms, subsequent surveys, and the Stearns History
Museum.
Fourth Avenue South
801
Raymond House
1882
Contributing
Garage Non-contributing
This one and one half story home is one of the few remaining examples of a Gothic
Revival center gable cottage in St. Cloud. It is of wood frame construction with a veneer
of cream colored brick that is unique in to St. Cloud. The home retains Gothic Revival
elements such as its second story lancet windows, window hoods, two over two windows
with wood storms, original porch trim and facia, and twin centered chimneys. There is a
one story bay on the first floor of the south face. A non-contributing attached garage was
added to the west end of the home on the 1980's. The owner used care in matching the
brick veneer and window hoods, as well as the scale and massing of the original home
design when constructing the garage addition. The home's battleship grey paint job was
removed by the current owner.
Not much is known of the original owners of the home, Mary and Anthony Raymond.
They owned the home from 1882 until 1895. It was a rental property from 1895 until it
was purchased by its current owner, Mark Ochu, in 1973. The following statement sums
up why the St. Cloud Heritage Preservation Commission recognizes this home as an
official St. Cloud Century Home. "This house is an excellent, very rare, and well
preserved example of a style which is not common in Minnesota. It merits careful
preservation." This home being threatened by the expansion of St. Cloud State
University prompted the St. Cloud Heritage Preservation Commission to list it as one of
the Ten Most Endangered Historic Properties in St. Cloud for 2001.
Fifth Avenue South
Barden Park
Not Surveyed
Contributing Site
According to Mrs. George W. Lehrke, Secretary of the St. Cloud Park Board in 1945
“...[Central] Park was planned when St. Cloud was planned. The first park, one square
block, was a gift of John L. Wilson to the new village.” Mrs. Lehrke’s reference to “...the
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first park...” is a reference to Central Park, the original name of St. Cloud’s current
Barden Park. Mrs. Lehrke also wrote that:
A square block marked “park” was about in the central of the platted area
“hence the original name of Central Park” from blocks south of the ravine
and about equal distance from the river and Lake George. The streets and
avenues had names and these names were later changed to numbers. The
park now known as Barden Park is the original square (2.5 acres) located
between 4th and 5th Avenues and 7th and 8th Streets South.
For decades before amenities were added Central Park was indistinguishable from any
other block in the hard wood forest that was Lower Town, now St. Cloud Minnesota’s
South Side/Barden Park Neighborhood. A park has a life history of use and service to its
community. Barden “Central” Park expanded its public service role in 1859, not only as
a place of recreation but also as a place of higher education. According to The History of
Stearns County: The St. Cloud Institute and Pioneer Seminary.
A public meeting of citizens was held March 24, 1859, to take steps
toward establishing a seminary where the young people of St. Cloud might
secure some of the more advanced studies in a liberal education.
St. Cloud was a growing frontier town in 1859. Its’ citizens felt that their children
needed to be exposed to aspects of western culture that were not readily found in Central
Minnesota. Central Park’s largest neighbor, St. Cloud State University, was not founded
until 10 years later in 1869. The cornerstone for the Seminary was laid on Sunday,
October 25, 1860, with full Masonic ceremonies and an address by the Rev. A. J. Nelson,
principal of the institution. A description of the dedication follows: the St. Cloud
Institute and Pioneer Seminary building was a single room “...30 by 50 feet with halfhectagon wings at either end, one to accommodate a teacher’s desk and other for a
vestibule, over the latter being a choir loft with a belfry. The bell rang for the first time
to assemble the audience which gathered for the dedication.”.
The dedication of the building took place on December 27, 1860. It was a multidenominational service with local Methodist, Presbyterian and Baptist ministers taking
part in the dedication. This guest list for the dedication ceremony, and the board of
trustees of the Institute, read like a who’s who of early St. Cloud. Supporters of the
Institute included: H. Z. Mitchell, C. T. Sterns, George Brott, Miles Brown, S. B. Lowry,
Chas Owen, John Owen, J. L. Wilson, L. Gorten, and A. E. Hussey. At the dedication
ceremony $67.00 was raised to complete the building. It seems that the building never
was completed to the satisfaction of the community. A report from 1862 regarding the
Institute stated that it had “...but one coat of plaster, was without weather boarding and
the floor so full of openings as to be most uncomfortable in winter.”
The seminary opened with 33 pupils and ended the first school year with a class of 81
pupils. The subjects taught were German, music, mathematics and French. Incidentally,
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mathematics and French were taught by Lyman W. Ayer, reported in the History of
Stearns County as the first child of European ancestry born in Minnesota.
The building was eventually sold to J. F. Stevenson who moved it from the northeast
corner of Barden Park to his foundry. He then used it as a warehouse, ending Barden
Park’s years as the center of culture and higher learning in St. Cloud. The removal of the
Institute, and the development of the college at St. Cloud meant that the park was fully
dedicated to recreation and relaxation for lower town, now known as the South
Side/Barden Park neighborhood.
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CHARLES BARDEN as told by Mrs. Barden
“Beautify your city as you would your home” was a favorite saying of Mr. Charles
Barden. The name Central Park was changed to Barden Park in the spring of 1938 in
honor of Charles Barden. His wife, Lydia May Barden, gave the following personal
history of Charles Barden’s life in an interview to Dean Nelson on June 25, 1926.
C. H. Barden was born in Plattesville, Wisconsin, November 15,1870, the
son of Richard and Helen (Cummings) Barden.
In New Orleans Richard met and married Helen Cummings and they
migrated to Wisconsin settling at Plattesville.
At Plattesville there were eight children born, Walter; Thomas; George;
James; Hugh; William; Charles; and Stephen.
Richard established a business in Plattesville making boots and shoes and
was considered a very expert boot maker.
His eight boys were given knowledge of the trade and a grade school, high
school, and normal school education.
About 1885, James, William and Stephen came to St. Cloud and
established a dry goods store. They were successful so in 1892 Charles
followed them and worked for them in their store….
Charles married Lydia May November 4, 1907. Lydia (May) Barden was
the daughter of Gerhard and Catherine (Cloepper) May and was born in
St. Cloud January 23, 1883.
She was educated in St. Cloud schools and her father being a prominent
citizen and editor of the Der Nordstern, she was active in the social circles
of the younger citizens of that city.
Charles Barden was very instrumental in building up St. Cloud’s park
system. In later years before his death he was a member of the park board
and superintendent of city parks. When Charles Barden took the position
there were only a few small parks in St. Cloud. He worked very diligently
and gave each section of the city a small but beautiful park of its own.
This was very convenient for the citizens of St. Cloud because formerly
for band concerts and picnics everyone had to travel too great a distance to
find a park. He was a believer of the phrase “Beautify your city as you
would your home.”
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Features of Central/Barden Park

The citizens of St. Cloud and generations of South Side residents have made additions to
the landscape of Barden Park. The following is a list and brief description of structures
and monuments that have been or continue to be part of the park’s landscape:
Wood Bandstand. The wooden bandstand was a one-story, white, Victorian structure
typical in many cities of the time. It is seen in several post cards of the park made in the
early Twentieth century. The wood band stand was moved to St. Cloud Park, across 3rd
Avenue from Jefferson Elementary School on the East Side of St. Cloud, at the time
construction of the current granite band stand. It was moved by Ben Ressler at a cost of
$350.00.
Granite Bandstand. This neo-gothic revival octagon shaped structure was completed in
1925. It was designed by prominent St. Cloud architect Louis Penault. The sum of
$5,000.00 was budgeted for its construction. The Barden Park Bandstand is connected
historically and architecturally with the rest of the city because of its granite construction.
Granite as a building material in structures is a common theme throughout St. Cloud - the
Granite City. This same brown granite is used across the city in various retaining walls,
city parks, the adjacent Lewis/Atwood house, and local Works Progress Administration
projects in the city such as the entrance to the former Whitney Airport now the Whitney
Center.
The The St. Cloud Municipal Band played from the open second floor platform. Band
members entered the platform through a trap door in the ceiling of the storage room that
is directly under the second floor playing area. The original leaking roof was replaced by
the park department in the 1990’s to stabilize the structure and prevent further damage.
Water damage was stopped, but the repairs detract from the original design and function.
Fountain. Post card images of the park show two different fountains in Central/B arden
Park. The first had one large bowl on the top supported by sculpted cranes. The second, a
three-tiered fountain that sat in the circular brick and mortar lily pond surrounded by an
ornamental iron railing, was a gift from C. L. Atwood, who lived in the present S.C.S.U.
Alumni House directly east of the park. As the fountain aged, it was removed and the
pool was used as a wading pool. The entire structure was later removed.
Cannon. The cannon in Barden Park seemed to have sprung up from the ground, by
some accounts. On August 20, 1942, a picture of the cannon appeared on the front page
of the St. Cloud Daily Times with the headline “Ancient Guns sent to Aid Allied
Troops.” This story followed:
A “...cannon without a country will be given to the scrap metal
drive in St. Cloud this week when it will be scrapped and put into active
service in the form of new equipment for the allied nations. After
extensive research around St. Cloud, it was found that the lone cannon in
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Barden Park didn’t belong to anyone, nor did it seem to come from
anywhere. Perhaps there are a few old students of Stearns County who
remember the placing of the gun in what was formerly Central Park...”
Three years later the mystery was evidently solved. Park Board Secretary Lehrke wrote:
A heavy iron cannon which once stood near the northeast corner of the
park was removed during World War II and given to the War Production
Board during a scrap iron salvage campaign. That cannon was from the
Spanish battleship Viscia, which surrendered when it was beached at
Santiago Harbor, Cuba when the Spanish fleet was bottled up there during
the Spanish American War. The place where the cannon once stood is
vacant but its memory persists.
Monument/Drinking Fountain. This simple monument of gray granite has the words
“A MEMORIAL TO HARRY CLAY ERVIN A Citizen of St. Cloud” written around the
perimeter of its base. It was purchased from Monumental Sales for $52.00 in 1925.
Most of the monument can be seen in a 1949 photo of a typical neighborhood event held
in the park. This photo is of the winners of the Doll Buggy Parade held at Barden Park
on July 8, 1949. According to the Stearns County Historical Society Publication,
Crossings:
The event was sponsored by the St. Cloud Recreational Department in
celebration of the Minnesota State Territorial Centennial. The winners
were identified from left to right: Marrian Wicktor (best dressed doll),
Kathleen Bettendorf (best dressed buggy), Mary Pat Lerschen and
Kathleen Campbell (best costumes).
Currently, nothing sits on top of the granite pedestal, but reports of a weather vane and
later a weather ball have surfaced, but no photos have been found to verify.
Plantings and Landscaping. Mrs. Lehrke’s September 20, 1945 article in the St. Cloud
Times states “...the maple trees Mr. Barden planted in the boulevard at the Seventh Street
side of their house make great torches of color each autumn... . The trees in Barden Park
are mostly elm and oak. One spruce tree was planted by the Twentieth Century Club to
honor Mrs. C. L. Atwood.” Remember that Mr. Atwood had donated the fountain/lily
pond.
The park still contains many mature oak trees, but has lost its elm trees in the 1970’s and
1980’s. Mr. Bardens Maples have also been removed. The park is level and of the same
grade as the surrounding area. It does not appear that the park has had any artificial
earthworks and landscaping. The abundance of native trees and the restrained plantings
that have been added in the history of the park make it shaded, green, cool and
unpretentious.
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Besides trees and grass, Barden Park currently has a few white spirea bushes that are
mature and bloom each spring. At the turn of the century, Barden “Central” Park was in
the center of the elite neighborhood of St. Cloud. “...Lovely homes have been built
across the streets and avenues on all four sides of the park….” The Victorians of turn of
the century St. Cloud made for themselves a comfortable and picturesque park. Post
cards of Barden “Central” Park clearly show the wooden Victorian band stand, lanterns
on wooden poles scattered around the park, simple benches, and the circles of planted
flowers. Two rings of flowers were maintained in the park prior to 1910. These
plantings were the work of the Reading Room Society. The Victorian gentlemen of
South St. Cloud were building the business community while the women dealt with the
cultural issues they felt fitting at the time. Besides working for years to build a local
library…
With the passing of the years the scope of the society has broadened and
other civic work has received its aid. A beautiful park system of St. Cloud
became one of its chief interests.... The Improvement Committee formed
in April 1900, for the beautifying of Central and Empire Park... (and
has)... expended about four hundred dollars in shrubbery, hedges, vines,
bulbs, flowers, etc. The public school children have been encouraged in
flower and vegetable gardens
...women, especially members of women’s organizations, were among
those early interested in improving the park. Among those who early
made valiant attempts to plant beds of gladiolas and salvia in the park
were Mrs. Fred Whitney, Mrs. John Bohm, Mrs. H. C. Bowing and Mrs.
Martin Mollitor, the park was then known as Central Park.
One similar flower circle was replanted by the St. Cloud Historical &
Neighborhood Preservation Association near a granite marker bearing the words
“Reading Room Society”.
Context
The district boundary was selected to encompass the original park boundaries, the
remaining private homes that border the park, and the land that has been added on the
Park’s eastern boundary. Though this relatively recent additional green space is not
contributing to the early historic context of the park, future changes to its current status,
as land used for park, would greatly impact the park. The University declined an
invitation to place their one historic home that borders the park into the district at this
time.
Central Park was at its peak at the turn of the Twentieth Century, as was the whole of
South Side of St. Cloud. For over the entire first half of the twentieth century Barden
“Central” Park was a neighborhood park, in the center of the most influential
neighborhood of St. Cloud and Stearns County. It has always been a neighbor to the
University and the preceding St. Cloud Normal School. It currently sits directly on the
western border of the university, though it had been physically separate from the
University for most of its history.
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Issues of the College Year Book Talahi in the St. Cloud State University archives show
the first mention of Barden Park in the 1977 yearbook. No reference to college activities
or functions taking place in the park, is found until the 1977 yearbook photo. Student
activities seemed to have taken place on campus, on the Beaver
Islands, or across the river on State Lands such as the Talahi Woods. Remnants of
college bonfire pits, stairs, and bridges to the islands can still be found along the river.
Today students can be seen in Barden Park enjoying Hackey Sacks, Frisbees, footballs,
and books under the shade of old oaks.
For most of its existence Barden “Central” Park has been the center of a residential
neighborhood that has become increasingly the center of University activity. The focus
of the whole neighborhood has changed in the last quarter of the twentieth century. The
neighborhood, including Barden Park, is sometimes seen to be part of the University, not
the University and the park being part of the neighborhood as in previous generations.
This has been caused by the growth and expansion of the present St. Cloud State
University. In 1949 the park was 3 blocks from the college. In 1996 the Administration
Building and Alumni (Lewis/Atwood) House are the park’s neighbors to the east. The
new Miller Learning Resource Center became the park’s northern neighbor in 2000.
Changes in the streetscape with the growth of the University have added space to the
park. The park has grown from its original one square block to include a half-circular
section of city street right-of-way and State owned land directly between the original
parkland and the St. Cloud State University Administration Building. This additional
land is not designated parkland. It could be added to or subtracted from the park.
As well as a gathering place for the neighborhood, Barden Park serves as a gateway to
the University. It is a stately, green, historic, stable part of the campus community. The
Barden Park of today is already a unique environment in the South Side/ Barden Park
Neighborhood. It is a cool, green, shaded place to lie in the grass and relax after your last
spring final exams or hear live music on Thursday evenings each summer. St. Cloud
State University students toss footballs in the park each fall, and hurry over the trails in
the winter as a shortcut to class on cold winter days.
The University’s Physical Plant Master Plan shows green spaces opened by demolished
homes along Fifth Avenue South. Connected, this space would make a larger, verdant,
park-like setting for the entrance to the University. This would help the University
aesthetically in the South Side neighborhood. Homesteaders in the neighborhood are
concerned that a family friendly image of Barden Park could be lost. A neighborhood
organization has been working in recent years to preserve and restore the South
Side/Barden Park Neighborhood. The image and reputation of the neighborhood is
rebounding. This rebound means that the family aspect of the neighborhood, with
Barden Park as the center, is again becoming more and more in demand.
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The St. Cloud Municipal Band
Of all the events that have taken place in Barden “Central” Park over the years the annual
St. Cloud City Band summer concerts have been, and continue to be, the most anticipated
and best attended. The band that currently plays in Barden Park is the descendant of
several earlier bands that have been entertaining St. Cloud citizens for generations.
The following excerpts were taken from a history supplied by the St. Cloud City All City
Band:
The first ‘City’ band for which records exist was the St. Cloud Union
Bank. It was in full swing by 1887 (when St. Cloud’s first daily
newspaper was launched) but it is believed that the group had been
playing together for a few years before that time.
In about 1890 a band appeared on the city scene that is unique to this day.
These musicians performed on bicycles! A professional bicycle racer and
amateur percussionist by the name of John Boobar is recognized as the
guiding spirit behind the Bicycle Band. Each of its sixteen members had
to modify his bike so that he could play his instrument while carrying out
some rather intricate maneuvers....
Early in the 1900’s the members of the Bicycle Band put away their
wheels and for the next twenty years or so several organizations called
themselves the St. Cloud City Band although no official city sponsorship
began until years later. There was the Military Band, the Granite City
Band in World War I, the Legion Band at the end of the war, the Brewery
Band (a ten-member “Little German Band”), the Elks Band and the Eagles
Band. No matter what name the band went under, its members were
pretty much the same group....
In 1923 a group of local businessmen who had observed his work with the
boys’ band in Bemidji invited G. Oliver Riggs to come to St. Cloud in
order to organize a similar band. Mr. Riggs, as he was addressed by
everybody, started with 100 boys and soon had a band of some 300 trained
and strictly disciplined young musicians. Former members recall the
discipline in particular.
Two hundred thirty-three members strong in 1927, the St. Cloud Boys’
Band was billed as the largest band in the world, a claim that apparently
went undisputed…
In the middle 1930s a number of Boys’ Band “graduates” formed a new
unit, which eventually became today’s Municipal Band....
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It was in 1947, during the administration of Mayor Math Malisheski, that
today’s band came into existence. Now supported by the city, a budget
was established, uniforms purchased, rehearsal facilities arranged and a
full-time director hired in the person of Eugene Neri.
During the Herty years band membership included quite a few students
and a number of women. In 1947 both were excluded. Upon reflection it
is reasonable that students not be allowed membership because sooner or
later a conflict of schedule between school bands and the Municipal Band
was bound to occur. The ban on women is not so easily explained, but
cooler heads have since prevailed and today several ladies grace the band
by their presence.
For many the St. Cloud Municipal Band is the group that plays at Barden
Park in the summer. Over the years the band experimented with using
other city parks as concert sites, even more so when the purchase of a
portable band shell permitted easy mobility. These concerts were fairly
well attended but in the end it was clear that the band drew best at Barden
Park. Even though the old granite bandstand is no longer used, the
nostalgia remains and the entire setting just seems right for a summer
evening’s music. Many in the audiences have been attending these
concerts for years. Each summer the St. Cloud Times gets “Letters to the
Editor” from many of these folks who like to reminisce about concerts
past.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. To attempt to name all of those to whom
thanks should be given for providing the material upon which this piece is
based would be virtually impossible. The St. Cloud Times and the Stearns
County Historical Society were invaluable sources, but the vast bulk came
from members of the band, past and present, without whose help this story
could not have been written.
Nor would there have been any reason for it.
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A PRESERVATION AND RESTORATION PLAN FOR BARDEN PARK

The future of Barden Park is important the St. Cloud State University and the Southside
neighborhood. In 2000 the differences in vision for the Park’s future were made evident.
A Barden Park task force was conviened comprised of local residents, University
administration, park department staff, city council members, park commission members,
and planning office staff. After several meetings a stalemate was evident. Then St.
Cloud Planning Director, Patty Gartland, suggested that a consultant be hired to assess
the strengths and weaknesses of the park and the wants and needs of those with an
interest in the future of Barden Park.
A public visioning meeting was conducted by the planning consultants Dahlgren,
Shardlow and Urban in the fall of 2001. Participants were asked to list all of the
strengths and opportunities they associated with the park. They were then asked to list
the weaknesses and threats they associated with the park. Out of these comments and
discussions it was determined that Barden Parks top three strenghths are Historic
Significance, Potential to Beautify, and the weekly summer St. Cloud City Band
Concerts. The top three weaknesses and threats to the park were determined to be
“Border Issues” with SCSU consisting of annexation by SCSU(loss of identity, loss of
character if boundary is erased), Lack of amenities for gathering such as benches, and
that trees had not been replaced after the Dutch elm losses of the 1970’s.
Out of these findings and further debate and discussion by the Steering Committee came
a master plan for the park’s future.
This park is significant as the first park platted in the city of St. Cloud. Its proximity to
the University places it in danger. Local historic district status would provide the park
with protection from further University expansion and development.
701
Jones House
1908
Contributing
This two story home is of wood frame construction with a gambrel roof sloping to the
front porch. There is an original enclosed porch on the front flanked by doric columns.
It has been enclosed with aluminum combination windows. An enclosed room on the
back of the house is original being that it has the same stone foundation work as the rest
of the house. This room may have been an enclosed porch at one time. There is a two
story bay on the north facade and one story bay on the north from a stair landing to the
ceiling of the second floor. The windows are double hung one over one. At the rear of
the property there is a contributing single car garage with a hip roof.
This home was built in 1908 for Simeon A. and Mary G. Jones. Mr. Jones was affiliated
with Jones Brothers Granite located north east of the Northern Pacific Depot in St. Cloud.
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He was in business with his brother Marshall E. Jones who also lived on Fifth Avenue
south.
711
Hyde House-Eastman House
1884
Contributing
This home is two and one half stories of wood frame construction with a rough faced
granite foundation. The April 24, 1884 issue of the St. Cloud Times stated that the
Hyde's new dwelling "...will be of the cottage style, heated by the Ruttan System, and
will cost about $2,000.00." The cottage style being under the larger catagory of Gothic
Revival. The house was originally sided in clapboard. In 1929 the exterior stucco and
brown brick veneer were added to update the homes appearance. Original design features
that remain are the lancet windows in the attic, the pediment over the front door and the
complex steppedgable to hip roofline. There is a porte-cochere on the north face of the
home, a wrap around one story porch on the north and east face, a two story bay on the
south face, and an attached garage with a gable roof on the west. Chimneys are of the
cream brick common in St. Cloud construction.
The home was built for Cornelius and Christiana Hyde. Mr. Hyde was one of the eight
instructor at the St. Cloud Normal School, now St. Cloud State University. He taught
courses in music, penmanship, and bookkeeping. The Hydes left the home in 1894 after
Mr. Hyde was appointed assistant in the office of the state superintendent of public
education. After the Hydes departure, the house was rented. The first renter was Daniel
W. Bruckert who was a lawyer and mayor of St. Cloud. The second renter was
Merchants National Bank and Benton Power and Traction Company president Charles M.
Hertig. The home was sold to Alvah and Alice Eastman in 1899. Mr. Eastman was the
editor for the Daily Press and Press-Times. He was also a Minnesota State
Representative. This home is recognized as an official Century Home by the St. Cloud
Heritage Preservation Commission.
723
Cranston House
1904
Contributing
This Neo Classic two story home is of wood frame construction clad with wood shingles
and a granite foundation. It has a hip roof with hip dormers on the north and south faces.
There is a large central front bay with an overhanging gable. A porch with doric columns
covers the front facade of the home. This front porch has been enclosed with screen. A
porch on the rear facade has a hip roof and turned newel posts and spindals. There is also
a cellar door on the rear of the house. The windows are double hung two over two with
original wood storms and screens. Wood lattice surrounds the lower sections of the
porches
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This home was built in 1904 for Mr. and Mrs. John A. Cranston. Mr. Cranston was
superintendant of the St. Cloud school district "...for a number of years prior to 1906..."
according to his 1941 obituary. From 1906 to 1931 he was the superintendant of the
Santa Ana, California school district. Following the Cranstons were James and Florence
Johnson. Mr. Johnson was a shop foreman for the Great Northern Railroad. Following
the Johnsons were Lee and Mamie Luther. Mr. Luther was a bookkeeper for Tenvoorde
Ford, the oldest operating Ford dealership in the world.
727
Quickstad House
1897
Contributing
This shingle-sided, vernacular, intersecting L shaped gabled home is of wood frame
construction. There is a one story flat roofed addition to the south west rear corner. The
windows are two over two with a few six over one replacement windows added at a more
recent date. There is a box bay with a steeply pitched hip roof on the south face of the
first floor. There is a stone retaining wall along the east and south perimeter of the
property that is different from the cut stone W.P.A. era granite walls that are found
around St. Cloud. This wall is made of smaller, naturally rounded, large gravel stones.
This house was built in 1897 for Christian and Bertha Mae Quickstad. Mr. and Mrs.
Quickstad were both born and educated in Norway. They were married in St. Cloud on
January 6, 1881. Mr. Quickstad worked for Hussy N. Thursdale as an interior decorator.
He decorated the St. Joseph Church and the college at St. Joseph, the state reformatory in
St. Cloud, and theaters in St. Cloud. He was noted for his stencil work.
801
Lynch House
1913
Contributing
One non-contributing garage
This is an American four square with clapboard siding. The front face has a one story
open porch with square columns, under which is an offset box out front entry. The house
has mostly one over one double hung windows with aluminum storms. The roof is hip
with flared edges and dormers on the north, east, and west sides. The foundation is of
granite. The rear of the house has upper and lower open porches, and a boxed out bay
with a piano window. There is a non-contributing cinderblock garage at the rear of the
property.
This home was built for John and Maggie(Margaret Connelly) Lynch. Mr. Lynch was an
engineer for the Great Northern Railroad for forty-two years out of a fifty-five year
employment with the company. It was said that he never missed one of his runs in all of
his years as an engineer. After his death in his home in 1927, his obituary labeled him as
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the "Oldest Railroad Man In St. Cloud." The Lynches were married in 1884 and had
three children. Ms. Lynch was a member of the Daughters of Erin.
Eight Street South
420
Hirt House
1943
Non-contributing
The walls of this one story ranch style home are of poured concrete veneered in stone on
the north, east and west faces. It has brick veneer on the south face as well as a portion of
the east face. The north facing front of the home has a boxed out, gable roofed entrance.
The eastern gable end is faced with clapboard, while the north and west gable ends are of
stone. The interior of the attached, one car, east facing garage is lined in glazed tiles.
These tiles and the bricks on the southern face were both leftovers from the construction
of Washington Elementary school located two blocks west of this home. There is a small
bay on the west face with iron trim at the windows, curvilinear iron rails flank the steps
of the front entrance, and there is iron trim in the north facing picture window. The
windows in the home are casements with four horizontal panes each.
This home was built by and for Edward Hirt. Mr. Hirt joined his father in the
construction trade in the Hirt and Son Contracting Firm. The firm was responsible for
construction of some of St. Cloud's outstanding buildings such as the St. Cloud Orphan's
(Children's) Home, First Presbyterian Church, Shoemaker Hall on the St. Cloud State
University campus, the old Stearns County Jail, and a large number of schools, churches
and post offices throughout central Minnesota.
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City of St. Cloud
Heritage Preservation Commission
Local Historic District Nomination Continuation Sheet
7. Statement of Significance
Areas of Significance:
A. Its character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the city of St. Cloud;
B. Its embodiment of a distinguishing characteristic of any architectural type,
period, form, or treatment in the city of St. Cloud.
C. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
culture and development of the city of St. Cloud.
(St. Cloud Heritage Preservation Ordinance)
Related St. Cloud Historic Contexts:
Commerce
Religion
Agriculture & Industry
Granite
Government
Cultural Development
Residential Development
Period of Significance: 1855-1945
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City of St. Cloud
Heritage Preservation Commission
Local Historic District Nomination Continuation Sheet
Statement of Significance:
St. Cloud’s Barden Park Historic District is significant under Heritage Preservation
criteria A, C, and D. This park and residential district represents the oldest designated
park in St. Cloud in one of the oldest areas in the city used solely for residential purposes.
Its proximity to the central business district, schools, and churches made the area a
perfect location for many to settle. This district was home to St. Cloud’s wealthy and
elite, as well as middle and working class laborers. The area housed a diverse group of
individuals who occupied a range of dwellings. A variety of architectural styles,
residents, and community leaders are represented in this district.
The Barden Park Historic District is significant under St. Cloud Preservation
Ordinance criteria A, because of its character, interest, or value as part of the
development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the city of St. Cloud.
Barden Park is significant for being the first park dedicated in St. Cloud, as well as being
named after Central Park in New York, the first modern urban park, which was
designated a year earlier. It is an early example of urban planning in the development of
pioneer Minnesota cities.
Barden Park Historic District is located entirely in St. Cloud’s historic Lower Town, an
area devoted to residential development. St. Cloud began as three villages located along
the west bank of the Mississippi River. These settlements were divided by two great
ravines, which have since disappeared. Upper Town, the northernmost settlement, was
claimed and settled by General Sylvanus B. Lowry, and active democrat and reputed
slaveholder from Tennessee, in 1853. Middle Town was platted in September of 1855 by
John L. Wilson, and was settled primarily by German Catholics, most of who were
shopkeepers or tradesman.
St. Cloud City, also known as Lower Town, was founded not long after Middle Town,
when George Fuller Brott, a New York developer came to the area. In 1854 Brott
purchased a claim to land south of Wilson’s settlement. By 1855 Brott’s settlement was
platted and the name St. Cloud City was chosen for the new development. At first Lower
Town flourished, growing faster than Middle Town. This was partly due to advertising
in New England and the Mid-Atlantic that lured settlers to Minnesota. Many of Lower
Town’s early residents were Protestants and Yankee merchants.
Development in Lower Town was soon halted by a combination of problems. The first of
these occurred when it was discovered that Brott had claimed title to the property before
the government conducted a survey. Upon completion of the survey, the claim was found
to already have been granted to the St. Paul and Pacific Railway. Businesses and
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landowners, worried about the fate of Lower Town, stopped improvements to property
and in many cases moved to Middle Town.
The other problem facing Lower Town was the number of German farmers who had
settled in the area. Yankee merchants ran many of the Lower Town shops. German
farmers, however, preferred to conduct business with fellow Germans. They took their
business to the German shopkeepers in Middle Town, disregarding the shops in Lower
Town. This slowing of commerce, coupled with the questionable claim, caused many
businesses to close. The previous business sites were converted to living quarters,
causing Lower Town to become a predominately residential area and advancing the
commercial status of Middle Town. With the exception of St. Cloud State University,
this area has remained predominantly residential.
In 1856 the three settlements united and incorporated to form St. Cloud. The town
prospered during the 1850s and 1860s due to the Burbank Brothers and the Red River ox
cart trail that brought the fur trade through central Minnesota. This prosperity allowed
the community to develop and attract a railroad line in 1866. By the mid-1870s, St.
Cloud had grown to over 3,000 and was a thriving community.
An 1869 map entitled Bird’s Eye View of St. Cloud shows how the city had developed in
a short period of time. Middle Town contained the central business district and a large
concentration of dwellings. Upper Town, still separated by the northernmost ravine,
contained scattered houses. Lower Town, also separated by a ravine, was predominately
a residential settlement. A footbridge crossed the ravine at Sixth Avenue, most likely just
north of the district boundary. An additional footbridge was located at Third Avenue.
Wagon bridges were located at Washington Avenue (Fifth Avenue) and Eighth Avenue.
According to the 1869 map, the northernmost blocks of Lower Town contained the
highest concentration of buildings, with a small cluster also located off Ninth Avenue,
across from Lake George. Additional residences were also scattered throughout the
settlement. Lower Town also contained a large number of institutional buildings: the
Normal School (forerunner to St. Cloud State University), the St. Cloud Seminary, the
Baptist church, the Methodist church, and the Congregational church. The proximity to
downtown and the convenience of the churches and schools made the south side a
popular place for people of all classes to settle.
During the 1880s, St. Cloud transformed from a frontier town into a complex, urbancommercial center. Brick buildings replaced wood frame structures in the downtown
commercial district. Modern electric lights were installed on public streets, streetcars
made an appearance, limited telephone service became available, and the first postal
delivery was made. Several local banks had been established in the community, creating
a wealthy class of residents. By the turn of the century St. Cloud had become one of the
six urban centers in Minnesota that boasted the largest populations and the most
buildings.
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St. Cloud’s success and development forced land use changes. As downtown merchants
and shopkeepers became more successful, they were able to move out of their businesses
and into homes. The expanding commercial center also began to crowd many of the
early residences built in the downtown business district, causing many owners to relocate.
As a result, residential areas began to be separated from downtown. The south side
neighborhood allowed for easy access to downtown, as well as the Normal School and
several churches.
The earliest residences in the south side were small wood-frame dwellings constructed in
the 1860s and 1870s. These homes were relatively simple and plain, lacking exterior
ornamentation. During the 1880s, when more people began to settle on the south side,
larger and more elaborate homes were constructed, oftentimes replacing earlier
residences. These homes followed the popular architectural styles and frequently
included ornate details. While the Richardsonian mansions of the Southside
Neighborhood Historic District set a standard for development in the northern portion of
the neighborhood, the southern portion became an eclectic array of housing styles and
sizes.
While architect designed homes were being constructed off Fourth Street ( 404 Ninth
Avenue and 402 Sixth Avenue), smaller and relatively simple homes were being built just
around the corner. In 1891 the Majerus House, a Second-Empire masterpiece, was
constructed on the corner of Ninth Avenue and Fourth Street South. At the same time,
Alfred E. Bowing constructed a simple one-and-one-half story home for his family on the
corner of Eighth Avenue and Fifth Street South.
This portion of the south side neighborhood was home to the upper and middle classes. It
was a neighborhood in which a banker or lawyer lived near a granite cutter or quarryman.
The diversity that allowed this neighborhood to thrive is still present today. Doctors and
professionals live near students and young families. Residents still enjoy the proximity to
Barden Park, the revitalized downtown, the neighborhood churches, and the University.
The Barden Park Historic District is significant under St. Cloud Preservation
Ordinance criteria C, because of its embodiment of a distinguishing characteristic of
any architectural type, period, form, or treatment in the city of St. Cloud.
The Barden Park Historic District is also significant in St. Cloud because it contains a
visual inventory of the residential architectural styles constructed in St. Cloud from the
1880s through 1945. The district contains examples of styles that are rare or well
preserved and not found in other areas of the city. Both upper and middle class
residences are represented in the district bordering the city’s oldest park.
The earliest structure in the district is a well preserved home, executed in 1882, in the
Gothic Revival style, which is relatively rare in St. Cloud. A later cottage style Gothic
Revival home is also present in the district. There is a Folk Victorian, an American Four
Square, a Neo Classic, and a uniquely regional composit with Dutch and classic elements
all represented in this small district. These homes are significant as examples of the
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residences constructed by the middle and working classes in the South Side/Barden Park
neighborhood. They are also significant as examples of some of the earliest housing
styles in St. Cloud’s South Side/Barden Park neighborhood.
While many of the middle classes built smaller Folk Victorian homes, many of the
affluent and wealthy chose popular architectual designs of the late 1800s. The families
that built these homes tended to be more affluent than those who had previously built in
the area.
The Barden Park Historic District contains a collection of homes that represent residential
development on St. Cloud’s South Side. It includes intact middle and working class
homes built by St. Cloud’s pioneers and families responsible for building an industrial
and commercial city. Many of these homes are architecturally significant and are among
the few remaining examples of a particular style. One is constructed of yellow brick, a
material unique to St. Cloud. These homes represent a diverse and rich residential
neighborhood.
The Barden Park Historic District is significant under St. Cloud Preservation
Ordinance criteria D because of its identification with persons who significantly
contributed to the culture and development of the city.
An analysis of the residents of the Barden Park Historic District reveals a concentration
of St. Cloud’s pioneer settlers and community and business leaders from the 1880s
through the 1950s. Although this area was not the only neighborhood that community
leaders chose to reside in, data gathered suggests that the Barden Park Historic District as
well as Phase I and II of the Southside Neighborhood Historic District attracted many
prominent local residents. Also, Barden Park’s namesake, Charles Barden, is considered
the major early twentieth century force behind park development in St. Cloud.
St. Cloud’s Historic Contexts provides a framework of the city’s growth and
development. Therefore, this discussion will identify some of the residents of this district
who fit within the established contexts of agriculture and industry, commerce, and
government.
Old Settlers
Many of St. Cloud’s earliest settlers chose to make the south side neighborhood their
home. This area was an ideal choice for many reasons, including: proximity to the
Mississippi River, a major transportation route; proximity to the downtown central
business district; and proximity to the many churches that had established themselves in
the area. (See section 6: Description)
Commerce
Many of St. Cloud’s early business leaders and shopkeepers chose to live in the south
side neighborhood. The location was close enough to the central business district that it
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was convenient for merchants and professionals to travel between work and home, but it
was also a separate residential area removed from the bustle of the busy business district.
The granite industry and railroad also proved to be very lucrative for St. Cloud and the
surrounding areas. Many St. Cloud residents were involved in these industries at some
level. This is also true of district residents. In addition to the above mentioned
businesses, downtown St. Cloud was filled with local merchants who resided in the south
side neighborhood.
Services and Professions
District residents were involved in the building industry, newspaper publishing,
education, interior design, and railroad.
Government
Not only was St. Cloud’s Southside home to local business leaders, it was also home to
local and state government leaders.
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“William Bisenius, One of the Early Residents of Stearns County Dies at the Age of
Seventy-Three Years.” St. Cloud Daily Times 12 June 1901: 6.
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Appendix
Barden Park Historic District
Property Addresses
(Contributing detached garage is shown in parentheses. Attached garages are included as
part of the dwelling.)
Fourth Avenue South
801
Fifth Avenue South
701 (garage)
711
723
727
801 (non-contributing garage)
Barden Park
Eighth Street South
402
NAME
Addresses by Date
1850-1859
1855

Barden (Central) Park

Originally named Central Park

1880-1889
1882
1884

801 Fourth Avenue South
711 Fifth Avenue South

Raymond House
Hyde House

1890-1899
1897

727 Fifth Avenue South

Quickstad House

1900-1909

35

1904
1908

723 Fifth Avenue South
701 Fifth Avenue South

Cranston House
Jones House

801 Fifth Avenue South

Lynch House

420 Eighth Street South

Hirt House

1910-1919
1913
1940-1949
1943
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Historic Photos of Barden Park

Historic Photos of Barden Park cont…….
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Historic Photos of Barden Park cont…….
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Historic Photos of Barden Park cont…….
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Photos of Barden Park
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41

Photos of Barden Park cont……
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Photos of Barden Park cont…….
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Photos of Properties Adjacent to Barden Park

Property Located at 420 8th St. So.

Property located at727 5th Ave. So.
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Photos of Properties Adjacent to Barden Park cont……

Property Located at 801 4th Ave. So.

Property Located at 701 5TH Ave. So.
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Photos of Properties Adjacent to Barden Park cont…….

Property Located at 723 5th Ave. So.

Property located at 711 5th Ave. So.
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Property Located at 720 4th Ave. So. – outside historic district boundary
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