Sister City Relationship
Spalt, Germany and St. Cloud, Minnesota, USA
Worldly Friends

I

n an increasingly globalized world
it is important to have friends all
over the world. The City of St.
Cloud and Spalt, Germany,
established a sister city relationship in
2006 that has gone beyond official visits
and has created long lasting friendships
amongst its citizens.
The partnership document between both
cities was officially signed by St. Cloud
Mayor Dave Kleis and Spalt
Bürgermeister Udo Weingart during the
first arrival of a Spalt delegation in June
2006 to help celebrate St. Cloud’s 150th
anniversary as a city. In the following
year the sister city relationship was
reaffirmed in Spalt with a visit of a St.
Cloud delegation.
Spalt, Germany, is an idyllic town of 5,000
residents in Bavaria. Located to the south
of Nuremberg it is known for its hops
cultivation and beer brewing. The Spalt
Municipal Brewery is the last brewery of
its sort in Germany and Spalter hops is
used amongst others by Anheuser Bush,
the maker of Budweiser, which has
featured Spalter hops in its commercials.
Spalt is located in the midst of the
Franconian Lake District providing many
outdoor activities and attracting tourists
from all over Germany who fall in love
with the well-preserved Old Town with its
historic Baroque buildings and narrow
cobble stone streets.

Joint City park dedication of “St. Cloud Park-Spalt Park”, located
at 415 3rd Ave. NE, St. Cloud on June 1, 2009. St. Cloud Mayor
Dave Kleis and Spalt, Germany Bürgermeister Udo Weingart.

Official declaration re-affirming the Sister Cities
relationship between St. Cloud, Minnesota, USA and
Spalt, Germany on June 1, 2009. St. Cloud Mayor Dave
Kleis and Spalt, Germany Bürgermeister Udo Weingart.

Official
delegation visits
will, of course,
continue in the future and
citizens are encouraged to
participate in those to
further deepen and
broaden this already
successful sister-city
relationship between
St. Cloud and
Spalt, Germany.
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s of 2011, there have been six official
delegation visits, three to each city, with some
visits including up to 75 people. Delegates are
hosted by local volunteers and many deep
lasting connections have been built this way. Highlights of
these visits have been the dedication of a St. Cloud park in
honor of its German sister city, the performance of
American and German classics by the Spalt municipal band
at an overflowing St. Cloud Paramount Theater, and the
visit of St. Cloud delegation to help celebrate Spalt’s 1200th
birthday as a city.
Over the few years the sister city relationship has developed
into a partnership where citizens, as well, take the initiative
to forge bonds between the people of the cities. So far three
exchange students have ventured for a couple of months to
the partner city to serve as ambassadors and to observe life
in the sister-city. In addition the St. Cloud municipal band
was hosted by the Spalt band and performed a joint concert
in Spalt on its European playing tour. A German class of
St. Cloud Cathedral High School students was also hosted
in a Spalt hostel during
their Germany trip and
m a n y
b u s i n e s s
collaborations are currently
being explored and in the
planning.

Air photo comparisons of
the two sister cities:
Spalt on upper right and
St. Cloud on lower left.
St. Cloud, MN

* Publication courtesy of Toby Peter, Spalt Ambassador

