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The Court Apartments are located in the
Southside Neighborhood Historic District.
When builtin 1918, the building was hailed
as the “first real apartment house” in St.
Cloud.

54% of HAPs get same day
approval: Roofs, in-kind window
replacement

43% of Projects need HPC review:
Signs, new construction, and

building additions

2008 Century Homes plaque recipients.

Preserving St. Cloud...

St. Cloud’s Local Historic Districts

Protection of History is Important...

Local historic districts are the most effective
means available for communities to protect its
historic resources.

Since 1999, the City has designated three
residential local historic districts and one
commercial local historic district.

The Southside Neighborhood Historic District is
located in one of St. Cloud’s oldest residential
neighborhoods. The district contains
approximately 261 buildings. The northeast
portion of the district was locally designated in
1999 and had been expanded in 2002 and
2006. The district contains the City’s oldest
church and apartment building.

The Pantown Neighborhood Historic District
encompasses the heart of one of St. Cloud’s
most unique neighborhoods on 8th St. No. The
district contains 26 single family residences.
The district encompasses the most intact and
well-preserved company housing units
constructed for employees of the ill-fated Pan
Motor Company.

The Barden Park Historic District contains St.
Cloud’s oldest city park, as well as seven
residential properties adjacent to St. Cloud State
University.

The St. Cloud Commercial Historic District
contains 64 properties and is located in
downtown St. Cloud along St. Germain St. W.
and 5th Ave. So. The district was also listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1998.

Heritage Preservation Property Alteration Permits

Changes Can Make Lasting Impacts...

All properties located within St. Cloud’s four local
historic districts require review and approval of a
Heritage Preservation Property Alteration Permit
(HAP) for any exterior alterations to a building(s).
Exterior alterations include, but are not limited
to, window replacement, reroofing, siding
installation, additions, demolition, and new
construction. The HAP process protects locally
recognized properties from being adversely
altered or demolished and requires the
submission of building plans and material
descriptions for approval.

The St. Cloud HPC and City staff utilize the City of
St. Cloud Downtown Preservation Design Manual
for HAP review for properties located in the St.
Cloud Commercial Historic District and the City
of St. Cloud Residential Historic District
Preservation Design Manual for properties
located in the Southside Neighborhood Historic
District, Pantown Neighborhood Historic District,
and Barden Park Historic District.

The HAP application is available online at

http://www.ci.stcloud.mn.us/Planning/
HerPresCommy/alteration permit application.pdf

Annual Century Homes Recognition Program

Celebrating 100-Year Old Homes...

St. Cloud is home to thousands of historic
homes that date as far back as the late 1800s
and have unique designs, illustrate high levels of
craftsmanship, and are made of high quality,
often enduring materials that are not generally
used today in modern buildings.

Many of these historic homes are located in one
of the City’s three residential historic districts,
but not all of them. There are over 800+ historic
homes that are 100 years or older that are
scattered throughout our community.

The annual Century Homes Recognition Program
was established in 1998 to recognize
homeowners that have maintained their historic
home'’s original architectural character.

To qualify, homes must have been originally built
for residential use, be documented to be 100
years or older, and demonstrate how older
houses should be cared for. To date, the City
has accepted 60 houses into the Century Homes
Recognition Program.

Tune into GovTV 19 on Monday, June 15, 2009,
at 6 p.m. to see the presentation of the 2009
Century Homes awards.




“How To Tip”: “Removing Graffiti From Historic Masonry”

Service. Preservation Brief #38 - Removing
Graffiti from Historic Masonry is a brief that
offers guidance on how to remove graffiti from
all types of historic masonry without harming the
historic surface of the building.

Helpful Maintenance Tips...

Unfortunately, the City of St. Cloud has recently
seen an increase in graffiti tagging activity in
the City’s historic neighborhoods.

The tagging of historic buildings is especially
concerning because graffiti removal can cause
permanent damage if not performed by a
trained graffiti removal service. Identifying the )
most appropriate and sensitive cleaning &
techniques is very important to the preservation
of St. Cloud’s historic resources.

Rapid graffiti removal is the most effective way
to eliminate graffiti and prevent its recurrence in
the same location.

The St. Cloud HPC has established a Preserva-
tion Resource Library to assist property owners
with restoration and rehabilitation projects. The
library houses “Preservation Briefs” from the
U.S. Department of the Interior National Park

Top Five Myths About St. Cloud’s Historic Districts

Get your information straight from the source...

The City of St. Cloud Downtown Preservation Design Manual and City of St. Cloud Residential Historic
Districts Preservation Design Manual are great resources as you begin to consider exterior changes to
your building. The Design Manuals are available on the City of St. Cloud website at:
www.ci.stcloud.mn.us

The following are the most common myths about St. Cloud’s Historic Districts:

1. Most projects are not approved. Actually 99.9% of projects have been approved since 2002.

2. Additions are not allowed. New construction is considered a sign of a healthy historic district,
neighborhood, and community. The HPC approves an average of one addition each year. The design
manuals include a section on new building additions that can provide assistance as a property owner
contemplates a building addition. Additions are encouraged to be compatible with the existing district,
and yet be distinct in appearance.

3. The HPC has an approved paint palette. The St. Cloud HPC doesn’t have an approved paint palette
and doesn’t regulate paints colors, unlike other cities. Also, painting does not require a building permit.

4. The HPC will make you restore your house whether you want to or not. The HPC can only regulate
work you ask to do. Sometimes you need to work to comply with housing inspections; sometimes you
just want to replace the front steps. Replacing the steps won’t mean you are required to remove the
aluminum siding or install a historic front door—it just means the steps need to comply with the
standards in the design manuals.

5. The HPC will delay my project for months. In a local historic district, you must get approval for an
exterior alteration project before getting a building permit. The HPC allows City staff to approve minor
work; therefore, the waiting period is typically the same day. For larger projects, the HPC typically meets
once a month, so you may want to add an extra month or two to their project timeline. Typically, you will
consider most significant alteration projects more than one month in advance. Early consultation with
City staff will make the process go faster.
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St. Cloud Preservation

Year-At-A-Glance

July 28, 2009
HPC meeting—City Hall
3:30 p.m.

August 20, 2009

St. Cloud Historic Properties

Seminar
9a.m.

August 25, 2009
HPC meeting—City Hall
3:30 p.m.

September 9, 2009
Breakfast Club

Stearns History Museum
9a.m.

September 22, 2009
HPC meeting—City Hall
3:30 p.m.

October 14, 2009
Breakfast Club

Stearns History Museum
9a.m.

October 27, 2009
HPC meeting—City Hall
3:30 p.m.

November 11, 2009
Breakfast Club

Stearns History Museum
9a.m.

November 24, 2009
HPC meeting—City Hall
3:30 p.m.

December 22, 2009
HPC meeting—City Hall
3:30 p.m.

February 2010
Century Homes Plaque
Applications Due

March 2010
Central MN Home Show
St. Cloud Civic Center

May 2010

Annual Preservation Awards

Nominations Due

June 12,2010

Going Downtown History Hunt
Downtown St. Cloud—10 a.m.

We are on the Web! http://www.ci.stcloud.mn.us/Planning/herpreserv.htm






